END TIMES
LAST DAYS – END TIMES

“In the last days it shall be, declares God”. (Acts 2:17)

So much has been written on this subject, especially in the last few decades, and many Christians talk about the return of the Lord being very near.  Others are storing up food and supplies of all kinds, in preparation for "the mark of the beast" (Rev.13:17), still more talk of 'a secret rapture', while others see that event as being a very noisy one, and anything but secret. (lThess.4:16)
Then of course we have some who just wish that Jesus Christ would come and take them home, away from all the toil and trouble.
Now I don't want to get into debates, or discussions, on any of these things here. However, I do want to share with you what our God and Father has impressed on my heart concerning our state of readiness for this event, by us being about our Father’s business. (Luk.12:35-37 & 2:49)
First, and most importantly, Jesus tells us that none of his people will be lost. (Jh.10:27-30) So it's clear, that when the very last of his sheep has been found, saved and reborn, then the end comes, and not before.

What else is the Spirit saying through Peter when he causes him to write the words, "waiting for, and hastening the coming of the Day of the Lord”? (2Pet.3:11-12) Surely he was showing the importance of seeking out his lost sheep, of seeking those people - and there seem to be so many - who just don't know where they're going, because they simply don't know where they are.
It must be obvious that this is one of, if not the most important meanings of the term "A LOST SOUL".
When Paul, the apostle, was faced with the question of what decision he'd make, if he had to choose between staying in the body or going home to the Lord, he said he would choose to stay. He wanted to continue to seek out those who were lost, and wanted to be found. He wanted to be more fruitful. (Phil.1:21-25)
But why did he think like that? He answers the question by saying he was constrained (controlled) by the love of Christ (2Cor.5:14) - the love of God, i.e. God's ability to love - which was being poured into his heart, just as it is daily being poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5), if we will only receive it, and put it on, by pouring it out to others. (Col.3:14)
I assume we would not be so naive as to think, "That was Paul, the great apostle, but not me surely." If we do think that way, then it would appear we believe that it's the character of the man, or woman, that's important, and not "the immeasurable greatness of God's power in us who believe". (Eph.l:19, 3:20 Phil.2:13)
Remember, it's recorded in God's Word that the mighty prophet Elijah - who was held in such awe by both the people of Israel, and the nations around them - "was a man like us" (Jas.5:17), and not a 'super-human', as some seem to think.
If we go back to the time of Abraham, we see that God made him a very great promise; a promise of a land for his descendants to claim as their own. (Gen.l2:5-7) But he told him that this wouldn't happen for some time, because "the sin of the Amorites was not yet complete." (Gen.l5:15-16)
These Amorites were one of, if not the most important of the tribes that inhabited the land of Canaan at that time. And while they were very evil, it would appear there was still one or two which had a heart that God could touch. (1K.14:13) In fact, it was over four hundred years later that the promise to Abraham was fulfilled. (Gen.l5:13)
It seems very clear to me that those Amorites, and all the things which happened to them, were types, or pictures, of the 'Last Days, or 'End Times'; pictures of the infinite patience of this great God.
And it's the same God who has very graciously delayed the "Day of the Lord", long enough for each one of us believers, living at this moment, to be brought into the fold, or family, of God.
And he will continue to wait, just as graciously, delaying that inevitable, terrible Day (Is.l3:9), until the very last one, whose name is in the Lamb’s Book of Life, has been rescued, saved and reborn.  Then the end will come, and not a moment before, make no mistake about it.
But no one, except the Father, knows when that will be. (Mk.l3:32) No one but he knows who that last person will be. (2Tim.2:19)
And so it behooves us to seek out those whose names are in that great Book of Life, by sharing the Word of life, Jesus Christ, at every possible opportunity which our God gives us; that same Word which has so completely changed our existence, both now and for all eternity.
If we; (1) faithfully believe the Word of God in everything that the Spirit of that Word has caused to be recorded for us in the scriptures, and (2) if we allow that Word free course in our lives in order for it to shine out in this dark world (Matt.5:14-16), then we are truly hastening the coming of the Day of the Lord.
We're very blessed to live in this time when the words of Isaiah, by the Spirit, can be fulfilled in us, as in possibly no other generation. Those words being, "Arise, shine for the light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness the people. But the Lord will rise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you." (Is.60:1-2)
We surely understand that the darkness talked about is that of a lack of spiritual light. That light which comes through knowing God, in Jesus Christ (2Cor.5:19, Jh.8:12), and which is lost through a rejection of his Word, as the only sure truth. (Jh.l7:17) Remember, the Psalmist said, "Lord, the unfolding of your Word (like that of a flower) brings light" (Ps.119:130), but, sadly, the world has rejected God's Word.
As far as this time in which we live being the "Last Days" goes, Peter, after being filled with the Spirit of Truth (Jh.l6:13); after being "clothed with power from above" (Luk.24;49), spoke, by that same Spirit, of what was happening right there and then in Jerusalem saying, "This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel, 'In the LAST DAYS it shall be, God says, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.’" (Acts 2:16-17)
Clearly, that was the beginning of the Last Days, and no matter what we may think, feel or believe, "the Lord knows who are his" (2Tim.2:19), and not one of those will be lost. (Jh.10:27-30) So, until that word is fulfilled, the Last Days will continue.
And as our God doesn't want anyone lost (1Tim.2:3-4), our heart’s desire, no matter how much we may long to be home, away from the suffering and pain we face so often here - our hearts desire must surely be for our God to delay that Day as long as possible, and that there may yet be many more who will find out that their names are truly written in heaven since before the world began. (Eph.l:4, Rev.21:27, Luk.l0:20)
It surely must be awesome to us that our Father knows how many remain to be reborn, both now and in the future. And for those who know our God, there can be no greater wonder than the infiniteness of his patience, mercy and love.
If we really have been reborn of the Word (lPet.l:23); if we genuinely have God's love being poured continually into our hearts (Rom.5:5; if the desire of our hearts and minds is fully in tune with our God's heart and mind (Jh.7:17); then we can, with every fiber of our being, want all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (lTim.2:3-4)
We will take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but in them turning and being saved. (Ezek.33:11)
We will gladly go after the one lost sheep out of the hundred. (Luk.l5:3-4) We will, if necessary, leave the ninety nine - the safe, secure, understanding fellowship of those ninety nine - and go out into the spiritual desert of this world, seeking the wandering, frightened ones, who have lost their way, and don't know where they are.
How can we possibly sit safely where we are, while others of God's family; our family, our people, our spiritual nation; are lying beaten and bashed by the enemy of our souls. They lie there, alone, confused, hurting and so often in great pain.  When will we become spiritual “Good Samaritans”, and stop being just nice religious people? (Luk.10:29-37)
Have we somehow lost our spiritual perspective? Have we lost sight of the stark spiritual poverty of the world, and of much of the 'church'? Do we even begin to see - to realise - that the church of Laodicea (Rev.3:14-17), is today a very large church indeed, so sure of its own righteousness, but so utterly "wretched, pitiable, blind and naked?"
Do we put on, and exercise, the love that our God has so freely made available to us in Jesus Christ. The love he's so completely willing to pour into our hearts, so we can join with Jesus on the cross crying, "Father, forgive them, they don't know what they're doing." (Luk.23:34)
One last thought. Jesus said, "Watch, for you don't know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come suddenly and find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all, WATCH." (Mk.13:35-37) 

Again he said, "Let your loins be girded, and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for the master to come home from the marriage feast, so they may open to him when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom he finds awake when he comes, for he will sit them down and serve them." (Luk.12:35-37)
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